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LONDONERS AND THEIR HEALTH

A meeting for London’s funders and investors
12 December 2008, Royal National Hotel, Bloomsbury
London Funders took health and health inequality in London as the theme for this meeting, building on the opportunity created by legislation, which has added to the Mayor of London's duty to promote health.
 a new legal duty to reduce health inequalities. Significant consultation has been going on with public authorities and the voluntary and community sector to map and deepen knowledge of health issues in London. At this meeting we will provide an introduction to the way different determinants of health are understood - and their inter-relationships - and look at some interesting approaches to reducing health inequality and improving health.
 
The event aimed to give funders access to information and resources on health issues, refresh their thinking on the determinants of health, explore some practical approaches to create change, and hear funders' views and concerns. To grasp the roots of inequality needs more than a look at geographic and environmental factors - an individual's age and gender, their lifestyle, income, social and community networks, job or lack of a job, housing conditions, ability to make use of health services - and the rest - are all part of the picture.
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS, Sara Llewellin, Chair, London Funders

THE BIG PICTURE
Alex Bax and Helen Davies, Senior Policy Advisers, Greater London Authority will talk about their work on the Mayor’s Strategy to reduce health inequalities in London and describe their significant work to identify evidence and consult key stakeholders as the strategy is developed. They will provide us with a framework of the determinants of health inequality which will aid our analysis and discussion, and they will give us an idea of the priorities that are emerging from the GLA in the areas of encouraging physical activity, supporting long-term investment to reduce poverty, improving access to primary care and NHS services, supporting individuals to make healthier choices and promoting well being in the workplace. There will be plenty of opportunity for questions and discussion and challenges from Alex and Helen to funders on priorities for support in this field.

HEALTH SHOWCASE

A few examples of projects and services that offer evidence of effectiveness in tackling health inequality

· Health Advocacy for Refugees and Asylum Seekers Project: Margaret Fraites, Inclusion Adviser, Hounslow Primary Care Trust, and Rayah Feldman, Independent Evaluator will talk about this project to encourage refugees to register with GP practices.
· Maslaha, Islamic guidance on issues facing Muslims in the UK today: Raheel Mohammed, Research Associate, Young Foundation will talk about health aspects of the Tower Hamlets pilot and smart ideas about getting information to Muslims of all ages and to local health care practitioners.
· Mental Health advocacy for parents, Nichola Harris, MIND in Croydon will talk about this innovative project and especially about its evaluation by The King’s Fund.
UNDERSTANDING THE HEALTH JIGSAW
What are the implications for funders of all kinds? Which are the helpful information resources we can use to make decisions and assess proposals in the health field? Where is the solid evidence of what works?
We will hear briefly from a series of key people from London services and projects and then have a chance to ask questions and make comments – and hear from meeting participants about their role in tackling health inequality
· Gus Wilson, Development and Communications Manager, London Health Commission will describe the Commission’s main focus and talk about Well London.
· Mark Brangwyn, Head of Health and Social Care, London Councils, on London Councils’ and the boroughs’ roles in commissioning services, and health links.
· Kate Hinds, Lead Funding and Development Manager on the work of the influential King’s Fund.
· Jacques Mizan, Senior Associate, Young Foundation on their Health Launchpad which works with social enterprise and business to help develop new ventures in the health field, especially around long term conditions and ageing.

London Funders, Central House, 14 Upper Woburn Place, London, WC1H 0AE
Tel: 020 7255 4488
Fax: 020 7255 4496
Email: info@londonfunders.org.uk
PEOPLE WE WANT TO THANK

Thanks especially to Kate Hinds, The King’s Fund, Lisa Greensill, The Government Office for London and Katherine Payne, Mercers’ Charitable Company for help in planning the meeting.
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We thank CCLA Investment Management for their support towards the costs of the meeting and the London Development Agency for support of London Funders’ work. 
